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Satire’s my weapon ; but I’m too discreet, 
To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 





MORE VICTIMS! 





** Home to your idle beds 
Ana let high-sighted tyr anny rage on, 


Till each man drop by lottery 
SUAKSPEARE. 


Johnstone, Baggnley, and Drummond have been convicted, 
as the Boroug!mongers call it, of sedition, against their high 
majesties, the sellers of seats, and the general dealers in cor- 
ruption—of sedition, against Castlereagh, Canning, and com- 


pany, who commit with impunity high treason against the | 


APRIL 3i, 1819. [Prics 4d, 


I only wear it ina land of Hectors, 
| Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— POPE, 





| with courtesy and complaisance. Hence the jury are seldon 
entrusted with the secret of the real state of the case, when the 
| jury is fairly and legally impannelled, which in the country is 
seldom the case in special juries. The court is kept in the dark 
as to the real motives of the persecution, and decides upon 
some expressed points, which are only secondary to the rea! 
principles at issue. 

The result would probably have been the same, had the ac- 
cused pleaded their own cause ; but then the thing would lave 
been properly exposed, The public would have been aware 
ot the real facts—the case would have been truly stated ; and 
the world would have seen, that Sidmouth, Canning, C ‘astle- 





reagh, and Company, were seeking to avenge themselves of the 


nation ! They have been convicted—and that conviction will} | recent defeat which they had cnavaianil at the hands of these 


be followed by a sentence of punishment, as severe as the Bo- | 


roughmongers dare inflict. At present, the interest of these 
enemies of national welfare ts to deceive, and they will probably 
affect a lenity, very foreign to their real te mper, to deceive 


more effectually in future. Their last trial of the dungeon and! 
the bayonet was almost too rude an experiment upon public 


temper. They nearly produced the crisis, which of all others 
they dread,a revolution, accompanied with summary vengeance 
upon all their crimes. The memory of this, they wish to be 
effaced from the public mind. They hope a few months of 


unfortunate individuals. 

Had 1 been in their situation I would have defended myself 
upoa the ground, that I had a right, a legal right, to commit 
any act of sedition, or even treason; until the laws of my 
‘ountry were restored to me, and those ministers who had com- 
mitted treason against the state, in their outrages on my person, 
were brought to condign punishment, from which they are 
now protected by a bill of indemnity ! 





Whiat che jury who convicted them could be composed of, tt 
is easy to determine ; and as four of the judges had the impu- 


comparative mildness will enable them to reassume the despot! dence to declare gravely from the bench, even in London, that 


in all its force, and with still more effect. Probably therefore 
they may order their judge s to pass a lenient sentence, and to 
affect great commiseration for the unhappy dilemma in which 
these unfortunate men are placed. The common cant of the 
bench will be resorted to, on the occasion; and, vengeance se- 
a the tiger may pat his victim on the head, The parties 
Lnot, however, have anv reason to thank the judge, or the 
ih thy for their kindness. They would eat them alive, if 
they dare; or tear them limb from limb, or behead them as 
they did their victim Brandreth ; when in the face of their own 
tr eason, they dared to hold up his bleeding head, and to ex- 
clatm, this is the bead ofa traitor. The agents of the system 
have no feeling ‘They do not absolutely want blood, because 
it is blood; but they would guaff gure in bacchanaiian riot, 
before they would abandon one of its abuses. They «re all 
artifice and delusion. There is no health inthem. When they 
cry peace, it is to deceive-—when they cry war, it is destruction. 
‘It isto be regretted that these men did not plead i in their own 
defence. They should not have employed a counsel—they are 
all men of talent; all capable of justifying their conduct ; and 
their justi fication consisted in what’ a counsel would not 
have been permitted by the court to detail, A “learned bro- 
ther” is obliged to admit that his “learned brother,” on the 
opposite side, is prompted only by the strictest honor. He 
must profess to believe the “ learned judge” is strictly impar- 
Wal, though he may know to the contrary ; and he is compelled 
to treat the bloodhounds to whom his cleats may be opposed, 


to pack special juries was a right of the ofhcers of the Crown, :t 
is no breach of charity to suppose that the officers of the crown 
made use of this right, in its utmost latitude, in the country 
to obtain a jury to their mind, The challenge of ove man, 
Mr. Fowler, on the part of the crown, will be remeubered to 
his eternal bonor. It was a testimony to his mtegrity, and 
worth, which nothing could surpass; and were I to coipose 
his epitaph on his demise, [ would inscribe as the proot of 
his virtue, that the ministers of the crown dare not ask of his 
integrity the punishment of three of their victims, whom 
they had grossly outraged, and then attemptea to destroy, 
Mr. Fowler must be held in reme mbrance for the day, wheu io 
be honest, shall be to be esteemed, 

For the rest we will suppose them very honorable men: 
men who care little for others, while their: OW Cup runs Over--- 
yet very honorable men! Men who like the system, because 
it has only yet crushed their neighbours, gbut very houorable 
men! Men who would believe a counsellor paid lo accuse, 
and hired to condemn, but very honorable men! Men, woo 
could convict Johnstone, Bagguley, and Drummond of sedition 
ayamst Sidmouth, Castlereagh, and Canning; but who would 
commend Canning, Castlereagh, and Sidmouth for treason 
against Johnstone, Bagguley, and Drumynond ! yet honorable, 
all honorable men ! 

I would have contended, that had I sacrificed my oppressors, 
I should have deserved commendation. The laws were de- 
hied to them, the courts were closed against their just com- 
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plaints, their manifold wrongs, and their many injuries. The 
mheritance of their birth-right was torn from them. They were 
treated as slaves, dungeoned, ironed, and falsely accused of 
treason; detained for months in loathsome cells, without cause; 
on the accusation of the accomplice of the Minister, Oliver ! 
and after a persecution, from which it was never intended to 
release them with life, they were thrown again upon society, 
their prospects ruined; their characters, as far as depended 
upon their vile accusers, blasted ; and the tongue of ministerial 
falsehood and slander, pursuing them back into the retirements 
of social life, and embittering the cup of misery that was pre- 
sented every where to their lips. Were not men so treated, 
so wronged, justified in freason? Had they not a right to 
condemn in the most unqualified manner, the wretches who 
had ill-used them, and the system that still protected those 
wretches in their barbarity? By what law could the men be 
tried for offences, when the defence of the law was denied 
them. They might as well be under the government of the 
Stuarts; for they were as ill-used as the Stuarts ever trea- 
ted any man. And if the nation were justified in rising 
against the depotism of the Stuarts, these men would have been 
justified, in rebelling against the tyrants who had exhausted their 
rage in a vain effort to trample them into the dust. I would 
have walked barefoot to the extremity of the empire, to pro- 
nounce them JUSTIFIED inany language, towards the employ- 
ers of Oliver and his colleagues! Thev were acquitted of their 
allegiance to laws, which denied them protection; and they had 
an undoubted right to endeavour to avenge themselves; this 
however, they did not do—they contented themselves with a 
little of that harsh language they were so well entitled to em- 
ploy :—and for expressing what they must feel of contempt and 
hatred to the system, which subjected them to wanton and 
unnecessary torture, they are now at the mercy of their op- 
pressors, 

Some particulars of the tria/, as it must be called, have been 
received, which may not reach the public through any other 
channel. Like a/l other government prosecutions, this has 
been managed to admiration. The accused were shut up in 
prison, by the demand of most eacessive bail; and to make sure 
of the incarceration of the prisoners, the power ef refusing any 
bail, was left in the discretion of an agent of the prosecution ; 
who had the insolence to assert in public, that the responsibility 
of the party as fo the amount, was only a secondary object-— 
the bail must please him, or he would not accept any. This 
was treason against the prisoners. It was robbing them of! 
their constitutional rights, and preventing them from collecting 
their means of defence. It was punishing them by anticipation: | 
and they have been confined for a much longer period, before 
trial, than any proof of their offence could warrant after their 
conviction. ‘This couduct, violating the article of Magna 
Charta, which says excessive bail shall not be required of any | 
man, wowd form in an honest House of Commons, grounds for 
impeaching the judge, who imposed the necessity of such hard | 
conditions; and should be held to vitiate the whole proceedings 
against them. Sir Charles Wolseley, with that active and 
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earnest benevolence which distinguishes him, proposed to express 
his sense of the oppression to which these men were subjected, 
by bailing them, 12 conjunction with Sir Francis Burdett, but | 
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gentleman from Coventry; and visiting the prisoners imme- 
diately on his arrival, found them confined with the comman 
felons, and was not permittied to speak with them, but in the 
presence of the gaoler! This illegal exertion of arbitrery 
power, was ordered by the magistrates, for which they ought to 
be superseded for ignorance, or severely punished for their 
presumption. A prisoner confined for a bailable offence, has 
a right to uncontrolled freedom of speech, and free inter- 
course with every one in the precincts of his prison, ‘They 
would have been justified in turning the keeper out of the 
room. His duty was only to take care of their peisons, and 
produce them at the trial. They were in custody for the secu- 
lity of their appearance. ‘They were convicted of no crime. 
They were undergoing no sentence. They magistrates had po 
right of power over them. The law held them in custody solely 
on the pretence of doubting their voluntary appearance, when 
required to meet its charges, This interdiction of free com- 
munication is a sufficient ground to move the court for a new 
trial, Sir Charles found them without any settled plan of 
operations, The man employed in the capacity of their atter- 
ney never made his appearance, Wile Sir Charies was at Ches- 
ter. Perhaps the magistrates had ordered him to be excluded 
from the prison! This would have been as fair, and as degad, 
as to place the gaoler as a spy upon all their words and actions, 
that their enemies might obtain the first intelligence of their in- 
tentions, They left the jury entirely to the choice of the 
crown. This they were compelled to do; for their situation, 
prevented them from attending to the process of packing, and 
obtaining the means of defeating its object. The agent for the 
crown insisted upon it that none but baronets aud esguires 
were competent to sit upon special juries, in the teeth of the 
law, and against all justice; both of which require that the spe- 
cial jury should be fairly chosen out of the whole list of the 
freeholders of the country. But baronets and squires, with an 
honourable exception or two, suit ministers better than he- 
nester and more unprejudiced men. The power of resisting 
the government influence was not given to the accused, and 
the prosecutors were left to do as they pleased—tvo look whese 
they liked, for whom they wanted. No challenge was made 
by the defendants ; but the prosecutors were not yet. satistied. 
Mr. Fowler seemed a man of whom tliey were not sure, and 
they challenged him from their own list. How base and des- 
picable does this determined spirit of destruction appear, when 
resorted to by such men! Mr. Wilhams had been retained fos 
the prisoners; but on Easter Monday he had not been put in 
possession of the briefs, and consequently knew nothing 
of the matter! Atter an interview with this Geutleman 
it was evident, from his conversation, that nothing was to be 
expected from him, and it was concluded that the prisoners 
should defend themselves. It was a fatal error to abandon 
this resolution; but they were so beset with every snare, and 
entangled by such artifice, that plain dealing men could hardly 
be expected to avoid falling into them. An extract froma 
letter on the subject will expla the particulars more distinctly, 

“ You are aware that there were two indictments against each 
of them—a joint and separate one. They of course expec- 
ted, as they were given to understand, that they would have 
tried the separate indictment first. I then, in company with 


the latter baronet declined acting with Sir Charles; and no | Sir Charles Wolseley, examined the witnesses for tlie prisoners. 


other (likely to be accepted) could be found, who would come 
furward to release these men from the fangs of their enemies, 
and give them a fair chance of preparing for their trial. Sir 


| 


Charles went to Chester on Easter Monday, in company with a l 


Their evidence went to prove the falsity of the churges. 


They 
had attributed words to one, which were used by another. I 
do not mean by this, that the words charged in the indictrwent 
were used at all, as the evidence clearly proved they were got; 
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but I mean that the line of argumeni used by one was attribut- 
ed to the other. These witnesses could prove that they only 
spoke of taking up arms in a general sense, i case they should 
be attached by tyrants, &c. Inshort, it appeared clear to 
me, that the words really used, could not be coloured into se- 
dition by any sophistry. In your report from the Cousier,’ 
the witnesses make Johnson talk about robbing and plundering ; 


but nothing of this kind is charged even in the indictment ! | 


We understood from Hilliams, the counsel, that the trials 
would not take place that week; and therefore Sir Charles 
thought proper to return home, on Wednesday. All his mo- 
tions were watched. And when it was discovered he had real- 
ly left the town, they put the prisoners on their trial, on the 
first indictment! ‘This mean trick deranged all their plans, and 
rendered it impossible for them to defend themselves, or for 
auv one else to defend them. Mr. Williams had not two mi- 


nutes to prepare lis pleadings! and his motion to postone the | 


trial for one day was REFUSED! WILLIAMS DID NOT 
EXAMINE A SINGLE WITNESS for the defendants! 1 
had written my opinion on a piece of paper, and have some 


reason to believe the prosecutors had obtained a knowledge of | 


its coutents. I had advised them to examine all their witnesses, 
and to make as long a defence as they were able, They had 
a wiiness to prove that a conspiracy was formed against them, 


aud { still hope that the depositions which would have been 


made by their witnesses will be published. Had I been in court 
notwithstanding all Williams's nonsense about want of time, I 
would have done ail in my power to have induced them to eal! 


their witnesses, to disprove the language charged in the indict-_ 
Had Pearson teen the attorney, I am sure they would | 


waciit. 
nave been acquitted. They could have proved that the per- 
eous who pretended to take down their words, were upwards 


ef fifty-six yards from the hustings on which they stood, with 
the wind against them; and that other persons, who were | 


probably not so well paid for being acute of ear, could not 
hear what was said.” 

Tus detailis quite suthcient to convince every impartial indi- 
vidual, that the prisoners have been dealt with in a most unfair 
manner. Mr, Williams is bound toinform the public, why he 
did not insist upon the delay, it it were essential to the interests 
of lis clients. They had a right to know when they were to 
tried, aud upon what indictment. They were kept purposel 
in ignorance of all that could aflect their weifare ; and 


~ 


every 


unmanly artifice resorted to, that they might be certain to fall | 


into the wiles that were set around them. But it was the duty 
of a counsel, if he accepted the task of defending them, to 
have saved them from these palpable delusions. The prosecu- 
tors had also deceived kim. He had told Sir Charles Wolse- 
ley, that the trial would not take place that week. This he 
must have had from some authority. And this was a ground 
upon which he was entitled to demand any necessary delay, 
that he might prepare himself to do his duty. 
was implicated, He was to receive a sum of inoney for a_pe- 
Culiar service; and ifthe court refused him time, he should 
have refused to plead :—and left the court to determine whe- 
ther it would be compatible with its character for justice, to 
nave forced on the mockery of a trial, and condemned. the pri- 
Somers, without hearing their defence. Would the court have 
publicly lent itself to a trick of this description, had it been ho- 
nestly opposed, It is impossible to suppose that it would, 
Whatever might have been its inclination, which may be pretty 
weil gathered from the refusal of one day’s time for a prepa- 
Tation, which it must have known was essential, and could uot 
* In the British Gazelte of Sunday last. 
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\then have taken place. Tie court, indeed! a court refuse 4 
‘Counsellor the means of preparing to do his duty, when the 
minious of that court had precluded him the prior means, by 
their artifices, and their determination to gain a verdict at any 
rate. The thing is monstrous. Call this a trial! General 
Jackson would have deenied more candour at least requisite to 
justify his cruelty. 

A finer opportunity never presented itself for a counsellor 
to have displayed his firmness and integrity. There were three 
men, Who bad been struck to the ground by the strong arm of 
power, lying prostrate on the earth, and struggling bravely to 
‘rise again. All the harpies were watching for the success of 
the final blow, and only a moment was lett for honest and 
manly interposition. I would have given worlds, had I pos- 
sessed them, to have been recognized as their defender. 
would have thrown my soul into the breach. Had their ene- 
mies talked of their imprudence, I would have pointed out their 
wrongs, their injuries, the crimes of their oppressors. I would 
have thrown down to their accusers the gauntlet of the ma- 
‘nacles they had so unjustly worn: and justified even the indis- 
cretion of freemen who had been treated unworthily, and as 
slaves, by the basest and most wicked of mankind, This de- 
fence could not bave failed, even before a jury formed on pur- 
pose to convict them. Men will not openly lend themselves to 
the enormities of the system, when they perceive them clearly. 
There is some sense of honor lett amongst us. The basest 
among us, would fee! some shame, in ministering to the atro- 
icity under which these men have suffered ; which they still have 
to undergo ; for they are now caught in the pit which their 
enemies have digged unher their feet. The time may however 
arrive, when it may be tilled by those who will better become 


its darkness. 





BOROUGH OF PETERSFIELD. 

Trotton, near Petersfield, April \7, 1819. 

SLR, ] trust I miay be excused for occupylig a 

sunall space in your weekly publication, trom my personal ae- 
quaintance with the Honorable Member interested and Joes! 
Knowledge of facts relative to the Borough town near me, 1 wish 
ito remove what I conceive erroneous impressions of your various 
-correspondests ; all of whom seem to represent the Borough ot 
Petersfield, as degraded, and a place of no consequence. Such 
is not the fact; for it is well known to many members of the 
Honorable House, the private friends of the patron, the re- 
_corder of the borough, and to a long list of highly respectable 
‘individuals who have at various times occupied the second seat, 
jthat Petersfield has been the best managed ani ranks: amon, st 
‘the highest and most profitable* of that kind of property i the 
anarket; and that the present proprietor aud his family have 
realized, since the year 1740, no less a sum than between 
50 and 60,000 pounds. My friend, Mr. J. you may naturally 
imagine, feels much anxiety on the result of the very wince 
pattack that has been made, and is now going on pocticok: aagiin 
ivigour; but every nerve will be strained to keep possession o 
| have no doubt, but much as is said 
‘sent day, there are but very few 
J.in saying “ From Reform in 


jit till the last moment. 
about the patriotism of the pre 
| who would not join with Mr. oc, T 
| Parliament, good Lord deliver us. yours,xc, 4 

* Asa proof of the truth of this assertion, a few bie ~ ” 
highly respectable individual was authorized to apply to Mr. J. 
ifor the second seat and was commissioned to go as high as 5000; 
to this Mr. J. replied he would not take it, it was well worth 6000, 
| i tice parties well knew there was no expense in coming in ; an 
it was not necessary for the candidate to move off bis chair in 


London---or to be present by himself or counsel ! 
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THE BLACK DWARF TO THE SOCIETY OF THE YORK 
POLITICAL PROTESTANTS. 


GENTLEMEN, 
THE eager desire for political information 


which distinguishes the age must lead tu the happiest results. 
The first effect of knowledge is to banish that blind credulity 
which is the basis of all party. When an ignorant man sub- 
mits his judgment to the supposed superiority of another, he 
becomes the tool of the man whom he has created a leader ; 
and he follows him with all the devoted servility of a disciplined 
slave. The leader flattered into importance, and intoxicated 
with power, diverges from the line of principle, and is still fol- 
lowed by those who would rather confide in his judgment than 
their own. Hence the numerous deceptions, the abandonment 
of principle by past patriots; and the consequent disappoint- 
ment of those, who believing they were in pursuit of freedom, 
have only rivetted their own chains more firmly. Not so the 
man who is well schooled in PRINCIPLE. It is the constant 
and unerring scale by which he weighs all pretension, It pre- 
sents to him the straight line, in which he is not only bound to 
walk himself, but to see that all beside shall walk, or forfeit his 
support. ‘Follow ME! follow ME!” has been the cry of 
all deceivers. Reason has in vain exclaimed “ follow no one 
blindly! follaw PRINCIPLE and PRINCIPLE alone!” The 
principle was unseen. Tlie declaimer was specious, and princi- 
ple was abandoned at his nod, for any will-o’th-wisp his imagi- 
nation presented tothe view. The bitter lesson of useless regret, 
and the heavy pressure of the evils which this conduct has oc- 
casioned, has at last awakened such a general and a fearful spi- 
rit, that fraud trembles in her deepest recesses; and despotism 
shrinks from the lightning which begins to play around the un- 
holy fabric in which she resides, A thirst for information has 
been excited, from the amazement into which all have been 
thrown by the existing system. A country the most fertile, a 
chimate the most favourable, an industry the most laborious, 
and nerves never to be exhausted by toil, only produce and cx- 
hibit poverty, wretchedness, and apprehension. A system pro- 
fessedly free, but actually more despotic than any established 
under the face of heaven, and a state of peace attended with 
all the evils, and none of the partial advantages of war. This 
is enough to startle ignorance the most profound, to rouse the 
most timid into exertion; to awaken the most slothful to a 
sense of their miserable condition. The old genius of the 
country, arising from the tombs of our ancestors, points to the 
cause of their freedom as the best and only means of recover- 
ing our own! RESOLUTION was written on their shields, and 
PERSEVERANCE Was the motto inscribed on their hearts. 
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Whatever occasion cailed them fo the struggle, found ther 
always ready for the field; and could the mou!dering 
walls that surround your venerable city speak the sen- 
timents, and tell the deeds of those who have fought 
and bled upon their battlements, in defence of that 
freedom, which so many in this age are disposed to barter 
for a“ mess of pottage ;” the recital would call up the barning 
blush of generous shame, into many a cheek, now glowing with 
false pride, or bloated with fanciful prosperity. The spirit 
of the country will follow the march of its understanding. The 
weight of the chain must nnfortunately be felt, before any exer- 
tion will be made to sunder the manacle. That weight bas 
been felt, and it must be removed. The means you have 
adopted for that purpose, are some of the most efhcient. 
Nothing can be accomplished but by UNION —a DEFINIFR 
opjJectT—and the necessary means to arrive at the proposed 
end. The basis of union you have chosen, is powerful, 2nd 
extensive. The object you have in view, is one, in the 
necessity of which all men concur—and the means by whieh 
it must be acquired, are resolution and perseverance, in demand- 
ing, and instructing others to demand, a RADICAL REFORM 
in the representation of the people. Some writers have 
affected to say avoid clubs, and meetings. Stay at home and 
read. Opinions may be formed at home perhaps Letter than 
elsewhere; but they can only be tried in society. It is on!y in 
communion with his fellows, that man rises to the tall im- 
portance of his being. Prejudice and previous habits interpose 
a powerful barrier to the full exercise of reason ; but the air of 
conflicting opinions is the element of truth; and the theatre of 
action is alune able to produce the developement of reason. 
The press is hated by tyrants probably more than public meet- 
tings; because the meetings present a more tangible froxut to 
the bayonet, and may be more easily dispersed, than the pub- 
lication of sentiment be prevented. He, who only reads in fs 
closet, may be very well informed, and yet very useless. A 
thousand and ten thousand unconnected links will not tosm a 
chain; and mere readers are only atoms ina rope of sai), 
which may be well-fashioned on the beach, but is wached in 
pieces by every breaking surge. To be important, men must 
mect each other, unite their knowledge and their powers, com- 
pare the sentiments, weigh together the force of opposite 
statements —and draw the pure geld of truth from the dross of 
the inferior ore with which it is generally combined. 

I have before pointed out in an address to the public, that 
as the majority of the people are against the system, the system 
would fall to pieces instantly, if that majority would express 
their sentiments together and act in concert upon a specific pla, 
Ours isa money system, a financial deypotism ; for which pow: 
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has compounded with fraud, to inflict all the evils of tyranny’ are every where to be met with, as only solicitous of their own 
with an avowed attachment to freedom. The king cannot cut a) interest for the day: and who would do any thing for a present 
aan down, whom he may meet in the bighway:—but the sys- meal, though themselves and their posterity might have end- 
tem can go to any man’s house, and pick his pocket by act of Jess misery entailed upon them as a consequence. 


parliament. We may escape the dungeon aud the lash, while| | insert with much pleasure, your second declaration. It 
we can pay for our impunity, The system only demands our’ breathes the true spirit of earnest patriotism, of open honesty, 
money, and our goods and chattels. We may take our worth. and candid policy; and | am peculiarly happy to inform you, 


less bodies into the streets, and, in the full possession of our! that the order of political protestants is rapidly encreasing. 


boasted freedom, may leave them to the carrion if we please. 


He who wishes to be the proprietor of his own purse Is cal- 
fled upon by his own interest, fo oppose the system. 

Ite who wishes to enjoy the fruits of his own labour is cal- 
led upon equally to oppose the system. 

Ile who would be really free, and wishes others to be also 
free, 15 called upon to oppose the system. 

Let the advocates of ministerial extravagance and ministerial 
guilt, support the system. 

Let the advocates of unmerited pensions, und sinecure pla- 
ces, support the system. 


at nf 


sb 
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iseless offices, all the pimps of state, and panders of corrupti- 


| the caterpillars of the court, all the butterflies of 


n, support the system. 


The existence of these things demand they should support 
t; but against reason, truth, virtue, justice, and public indig- 
pati’ they must support it in vain, The edifice already 
totters to its fall; and the exertions of those who would be 
free and independent must finally prevail. 

Your meetings are legal; and the justice of your cause will 
vindicate your proceedings. Continue to transact your busi- 


ness in the public eye. Concealment is not requisite. In- 
vite your enemies to scrutinize your conduct. You can fear- 
lessly look them in the face, and tell them you defy their 
malignity. How contemptible to the grand and essential objects 
that attract your attention, is the miserable attempt of the Fitt 
faction in your city, to bolster up the cause of corruption, by 
declaring themselves its friends! The friends of taxation! 
The friends of beggary! The friends of ruin! The friends 
of extravagance! The friends of guilt! and every abomi- 
nation! If there be many of these blockheads in your walls, 
yeu should pass a hocal act to prevent their exportation; or 
the proverbial celebrity of your countrymen for sagacity will 
be lost, and the acute Yorshireman will be set down as sur- 
pessing in folly the Gothamites of old! the number of the men 
is but small, I am aware; but they are numerous enough to Ja- 


ment over, as gross instances of human folly. 


The example you set to your fellow-citizens, however, abun- 
dantly compensates for the folly or hnavery of the few, who 


‘In all parts of the country, similar societies are forming; and 
“the plain dealing of the parties, the undisguised avowal ot 
|just principles, and the open pursuit of a general good, must 
/ensure them respect even if they fail, and the general gratitude 


of their country, if they succeed. Societies under other de- 


nominations are also adopting the same sentiments; and we 


wav hope the good sense of the country will triumph over the 
various arts which have so long practised to deceive and to en- 


slave an unsuspecting, 2nd confiding people. 


Your friend and well wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF 


Declaration of the York Society of Political Protestants. 


In calling upon the friends of freedom to unite themselves 
with us in advocating the cause of reform, as the unly means 
by Which that freedom, (the mherent right of every man) is to 
be obtained ; we think it our duty briefly and explicitly to 
state the principles upon which we aet. Diselaiming all con- 
nection with party men, or party measures, nor attempting to 
lay down any particular plan of reform, we intend to act inde- 
pendently, and to give our sanction and support to such mea- 
sures a3 may from time to time appear best calculated to regain 
and secure that liberty to the nation at large, which shall be the 
averegate of the liberties of every member comprising part of 
the body politic. 

We profess ourselves friends to the King, the ancieat Const:- 
tution, and the liberties of the people of Britain, as established 
by Magna Charta. And we profess ourselves enemies to 
all those who act contrary to the principles of liberty, and our 
constitutional rights. 

Therefore we protest against the evil and corrupt proeeed- 
ing of the boroughmongering faction—of those who ought to 
be the representative branch of the community, but who in fact 
are either biassed by mercenary views, are enemies to the pros- 
perity of the nation, or (perhaps) are too indolent, or too igno- 
rant, to be of eny real service to their constituents ! 

We sincerely believe that had not the corruption of borough- 
mongers, placemen, pensioners, and others more corrupt than 
they, insinuated itself into the people’s house of representation, 
vo many of our countrymen would not have laboured under 
their present cithiculties: but that England at this period would 
have been a flourishing state ; and it is our opinion that nothing 
but a radical reform can ensure tbe liberties, the prosperity, 
and consequently the happiness of our countrymen. 
} We lament that political ignorance has hitherto been so gene- 
jral throughout the nation; as to that, in a great measure, 
may be attribuigd the success of the boroughmongering fa 
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tion. We have therefore resolved (as far as in us lies) to coun- 
teract the evils attending it, and to exert ourselves to the ut- 
most te gain what political information we can, and to diffuse 
tle same among society at large. And we would fain hope 


that the late proceedings in the legislature. may provoke and | 


rouse once more a general spirit of enquiry so essential at this 
crisis throughout the nation, 

And may the encroachments of corruption be counteracted 
by knowledge and determination ; and our rights and _ liberties 
be ultimately restored. 

Then may renovated Britain smile again! and. when the 
page of history shall be read by future ages, may they learn 
trom us to preserve their rights and liberties. And may there 
in all ages be found some deserving of the names of “ I ree- 
men” and of ‘ Britons.” 


York, April 2, 1819. 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 


at Japan. 
ENGLISH BONZES. 


My Yellow friend, 

The established order of Bonzes in England is 
ii amore prosperous condition, than I have elsewhere seen 
any other bonzes. ‘The dupes of superstition every where al- 
low their bonzes to lead a fat and lazy lite—to participate 
hargely in the luxwies which they prohibit to others; and to 
practise those vices which they say would plunge others to the 
lowest depths of perdition. But in all other countries, the 
Bouzes, to secure their privileges are of necessity required to 
have some talent, some cunning, some learning, or some sin- 
gular faculty, to attract attention, and command respect. 
Thou art obliged to observe most punctually the external of 
thy religion, to look pious, to perform all the ceremonies of 
thy faith, and to live as if thou believest they were true and 
tmportant, ‘The Faker of the east spends his days in morti- 
fication, that he may pass the night in pleasure. The Tur- 
khish bonze awakens with the sun to perform his oblations— 
the christian monk must pot fail at matins or at vespers—and 


penance and austerity are requisite to form bis character. 


The Established English Bonze has none of these cares. He 
need not deny himself in any degree, publicly, or privately, 
the amusements of the age. He imay dance at a ball, though 
a bishop; and gaze on naked bosoms at the opera, though 
an archbishop. He may be the pander of power, or the 
pimp of convenience :—tmay follow the hounds with the im- 
precations of a sea-captain, and spend even the Sunday mor- 
ning in the sports of the field, without forfeiting his character 
as a good Bonze, or hazarding any of the legitimate wages 
of his office. The ceremonies of his religion may be dischar- 
ged in an hour and an half on one day in the week; and this 
trifling homage to his God, he may hire another to perform 
for fifty pounds a year. He need never appear in the pulpit, 
and may yet live luxuriously upon the pulpit dues, The most 
convenient season of the day is set apart fur public worship, 
that if the bonze do the duty ef his oflice himself, he need 
not be disturbed too early, or kept up too late. He is invited 
or invites himself to every feast! ‘Though paid a tenth of the 
produce of the land tor his no-services, be insists upon 
being paid again for every thing he does. He has pursuaded 
these gross blockheads, that no marriage can be valid, or 
happy, utless he performs the marriage ceremony, and is 








paid his guinea for his biessing:—that no birth can be 
auspicious, if he does not sprinkle water m the face of the 
infant, and take another fee:—and that the corpse will not 
rest in the grave, unless he shall have muttered over it the ex- 
orcisms of his religion, and pocketed another douceur. At 
every stage of existence he stands by, like a collector of tax- 
es to sell his permission for humanity to proceed on the jour- 
ney of life, and when tired, we drop down on the sod, 
he must have his demands satisfied, before we can repose 
in peace. 

The best evidence of the barbarity and ignorance of a coun. 
try, is the number of its established bonzes. The consolations 
of roligion ought to be denied to no one, Heaven forbid, that 
in a world ef so much reality of present sorrow, we should das}, 
the cup of future bliss from the hopes of any one. But sure}, 
this consolation ought not to be sold like a commodity in a pub- 
lic market, to the best bidder. Those who most need the bles. 
sings of religious comfort, are those who have nothing to spare 
for its purchase ; and itis law, afier buying of apriest the who/e 
of his time, that the people should be obliged to pay a se- 
cond time for every quarter of an hour, of it that may be re- 
quired, 

When the gross tenth of the profits of the produce of a pa- 
rish are paid over to the bonze, without any trouble or expence 
on his part for the cultivation, be might be satisfied. Did the 
parish produce food for ten thousand people, the bonze would 
come in for a share that would support ore thousand —and, 
surely, for one man the food of a thousand ought to be enough. 
But the bonze is never satistied. He has alweys his cap in his 
hand, and his begging-box nailed to his door. It is every- 
where ‘‘ pray remember the poor parson!’—** Do remembe: 
the poor parson!” 

‘¢ Do put some money in the plate, 

Or I, your preacher, cannot eat ! 

Do put some money in the plate!” 
And they are not like other beggars, content with what clarity 
might offer them. They stipulate for their amount, call thei: 
claims their dues, aud insist upon having them paid. They will 
not feed their own poultry on their large share of the produce, 
but put their hands into their neighbour's yards and pigstys, to 
plunder the poor under the name of “ small tythes,” after 
devastating the land for their ‘ great tythes!” Still the bonze 
is not cortent. 

It was once customary on the festivals of the church, for the 
rich to bring in oblations, to be divided amongst the poor ; and 
as the bonzes of that day either were, or pretended to be poor, 
the bonzes came in for their share, which they modestly said 
was the share of that Deity who neither cats, nor drinks, nor 
hoards up wealth; but who has commissioned the bonzes, it 
we'll believe their story to do all this for him! The bonzes 
then mingled with the poor; and divided these gifts amongst 
them; and though they might reserve to themselves the largest 
share, they did not put all into their own pouch, as they are 
accustomed to do at present. Among these gifts, were what 
are now called the fees of the church, On a marriage, the 
parties left something with the bonze as a donation to the poor 
and now the poor bonze claims it as his own. At a birth, the 
poor were lavited to rejoice by a donation to the bonze, to dis- 
tribute amongst them. At a death, they were invited to pray 
for the deceased by a bequest to awaken their devotion in his 
behalf. At certain seasons of the year, it was customary to 
furnish Out a public board, by donations from all who could 
contribute to those who hid nothing of their own. But the 


pocket of the bonze is a bottomless gulph, and has swallowed 
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np all the good things that charity or muniticence would have 
scattered among the multitude. 

The first pretence of these bonzes for seizing upon a tenth 
of the produce of the land (by the bye, it 1s calculated, they 
vet an eighth?) was that the church was obliged to support the 
poor, and to repair the religious edifices of the conntry. And 
out of the amount there were also taxes for the occasional exi- 
gencies of the state. But now, they are exempt from all 
charges. They receive all, and they pay nothing. ‘They have 
thrown the poor upon providence, and will not even pray over 
their dead corpses without a fee. The expense of the religious 
editices they have bequeathed to the parishes ; and to tax their 
tythes would raise them all up in aclamour that would render 

‘confusion worse confouuded !” To be sure they do the state 
some service. They preach blind submission, and passive 
obedience. ‘They exhort people not to think too muéh, for 
things are as well as they can be. They censure reason, as an 
erring guide ; and polities as things with which poor men have 
nothing to do, except when they appear in the shape of tax- 
ation, which ‘the said poor are to strip themselves naked to 
supply! ‘This is the conduct of the ‘* pillars of the church!” 
of these out of whom are to be selected archbishops, bishops, 
deans, prebendaries, and canons. The greater part of the 
hive are lazy drones, surrounded with honey which they never 
toiled to collect, and fattening upon the industry of those, to 
whose shoulders they cling as the old man in the Arabian 
Nights upon the shoulders of the enterprising voyager. These 
drones lie in the public manger, aot like the deg who could 
not eat the hay, and yet would wot suffer the ox to have a 
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INSTANCE OF LEGAL FOLLY AND INHUMANITY 
Petersfield, April Vth, 1819. 
Str,—The cause you espouse in behalf of the “ ragged 
rabble,” as one of the honorable members of the House of 
Commons, was pleised to style his poorer brethren in a late 
debate, in that most honorable of all honorable houses, assures 
me that you are proud to render a service to that most honer- 
able order of society the “ ragged rabble.” Two brothers 
James and George Redman one aged about 17, and the other 
12, were tried at Winchester, the last sessions for stealing 
Wearing apparel, which though they were boys of bad charac- 
ters, were necessitated by want to commit the crime. The v 
were sentenced to three mouths imprisonment, to be kept ct 
hard Jabour; and at the expiration of their confinement, to be 
brought to Petersfield and flogged 100 yards in the market- 
place, at the carts tail, The younger brotber George Red- 
man, was however removed from this world of wretchedne SS, 
on Wednesday last. W hile my with his fellow prisoners 
in grinding corn, at a hand-mill, he was accidentally pressed 
With so much violenc e between ‘the wood-work that supports 
the mi ichinery ; and one of the handles by which the mi: il is 
worked, (and. which at the time was moviig “with vreat velocity,) 
as to cause a bruise on his stomach, of which he die d three hours 
after the accident. Notwithstan ding this dreadtul catastrophe, 
James Redman, his brother, was brought to this place yester- 
day; and underwent the sentence of flagellation. His ema- 


ciated frame brought to my recollection the following Ceserip- 


tion of poverty :— 
‘* Famine is in thy ¢ heeks 3 





mouthful; for they devour it fast enough: but they are as 1l- 
natured as the cur, tf any owe else should shew a disposition to 
taste with them, or to refuse to carry their provender into the 


stall. THE BLACK DWARF 
DUKE OF YORK. - 
An unfortunate accideat has befallen this mirror of filial 
piety! He has broken his right arm, during his attendance at | 
Windsor; and the payment of the surgeon’s bill will; no doubt, 
be @ Very serious question for the discussion of both Houses of 
Parliament. Who is to bear the expence! ‘The king, or the 
nauion, or the Duke? Much may be said on all sides ; but one 
of the ministerial party would have happily exc ulpated the na- 
tion from the demand, but that the ministers are not bound to- 
morrow by any declaration the ‘y may make to-day It was as- 
serted by somebody, the Earl of Westmoreland, perhaps, that 
the grant of ten thousand pounds was intended to cover some 
‘ unforeseen expences ;” and in that view of the case, if it con- 
femplated such accidents, as the present, it was too little! 
for the Duke might have broke his neck ; and then all the 
surgeons in the country could not have repaired the damage, 
nut even for the whole teu thousand pounds. There will, how- 
ever, be a serious expence which it will be unfair to throw upon 
the roval Duke. ‘The surgeons will of course charge more for 
setting a royal arm, than the arm of a commoner; and though 
it does not argue much for the value of the arm, which could 
be broken by the weight of the body, all the necessary care 
must be taken of the royal fracture. Perhaps the loyal part 
of the community may deem it requisite, to open a subscription 
lo defray the expeuce, and thus to allay any fever which might 
arise from the tear of this charge falling upon the dilapidated 
znd incompetent finances of his Royal Highness. Having but 
seventy thousand a year, the unexpected demand of forty or 
hiftv pounds, would be an alarming event. The life and for- 
tune men have now a fine opportunity, and will thank us for 





THE 


‘* Need and oppression star veth in thine eyes ; 
Upon thy back hangs ragged misery ; 
The world is not thy frie nd. nor the world’s law.’’ 


My heart “shudders while I pen the transaction. The 
swinish multitude of which the lower orders have been des- 
cribed as a part, are generally treated with greater humanity, 
except when flogged to death to pamper the appetites of thes 
‘fancied lords of the creation. ‘The cause of most of ihe 
crimes which are committed is POvV#RTY In a lone cow- 
tinuance of poverty, it cannot well be expected that any che 
racter should be exactly umform! ‘The boys before alluded t 
were allowed four shillings per week from the parish of Steep, 
near Petersheld, when they worked, which they could not et 
all times be supplied with. It would be a ve ry proper +: Sel 
ment, for some who do not work to be allowed four shiliing- 
per week, it would be the only means to bring them to a@ sense 
of their duty to others. ‘THEO PHILANTHROPIST 


TO CORKESPONDE NTS. 
Juvenis will be inserted; aud a selection made from the piece’ 
furnished by R. in the Ring. 
The remarks of A. B. are correct; and will be attended to. 
Triac or Mr. Carcire.—At the request of many readers, the 
Dialogue on the snbject that appeared in the British Gazette of 
Sunday last, has been published separately. 


For the Black Dwarf. 
TO THE PRINCE REGENT, 


— 
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Sir, 
«© When the ungodly are as green as the grass, and when ali the 


workers of wickedness do flourish, then shall they be de. 
stroyed for ever.” PsaLms. 





While the influence of those titled and uptitled monsters 
called BOROUGHMONGERS continues to prevail and bear ab- 
solute sway among us, it is a most palpable absurdity to style 





this hint, how te improve its advantages, 


ourselves a free people. Are we not hought and sold lke set- 
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tle ina market? and burthen’d wit taxes to such a degree as 
to bereave us of all the comforts of life, while the superabund- 
ance of our insatiable spoilers enables them to trample us un- 
der their feet, and make sport of our sufferings? It is scarcely 
credible that the individual whom we have invested with power 
to act as first magistrate for our protection shou!d have suffered 
us, as well as himself, to be thus degraded. You surely, Sir, 
must be aware that there is neither ability, nor grandeur, nor 
Security in commanding stupid slaves; and that of all the 
wretches that compose the degraded nation which submits to 
the yoke of tyranny, the most absurd and contemptible of 
them is he who governs such a people. Permit me then, Sir, 
to offer you an example for your future imitation in the charac- 
ter and conduct of Gelon, King of Syracuse, who accepted the 
Crown with no other view but the good of his people. “ He 
thought himself only king for the defence of the state, to pre- 
serve tne good order of society, to protect innocence and jus- 
tice, and to exhibit to all his subjects, in his simple, modest, 
active, and regular life, a pattern of every civil virtue, The 
whole royalty that he assumed was the toils and cares of it, a 
zeal for the public weltare, and the sweet satisfaction which 1¢- 
sulis from making millions happy by his cares. In a word, he 
considered the sovereignty a5 an Obligation, and a means to 
procure the felicity of a greater number of men. He banished 
from it pomp, ostentation, licentiousness, and impunity for 
crimes. He did not affect the appearance of reigning, but con- 
tented himself with making the laws reign. He never made 
his interiors fee) that he was their master, but only inculeated 
fo them that both himself and they ought to subinit to reason 
and justice. Toinduce their obedience, he employed no other 
miectuods but persuasion and a good example, which are the 
weapons of virtue, aud alone produce a sincere and uninter- 
1ujiied obedience.” 
li isa noble task, says acelebrated French author, to govern 
a people who think, and who are sensible of their rights; for 
such only can judge of the conduct of their chiefs; such only 
cas estimate virtue and dispense glory, by their approbation 
and lave, while the praises and obedience of slaves evince only 
their own baseness and fears, 
Be assured, Sir, that, when you exercise your own judgment, 
aid act upon the principles you formerly professed, a more 
Joya’ subject will not be fouad in all your dominions than 


CAROLINE. 
15, Pimlico Place, April 15, 18i4. 





CHALLENGE TO MR. W. T. SHERWIN. 
ed oe 

Mr. Sherwin has again indulged himself with the publication 
of the most unfounded calumny, and the most barefaced false 
hood, that it was possible for cowardice and malignity to de- 
vise. Before the editor deems it an essential duty to paint 
laimy in the colours he deserves, he makes this offer :--if Mr. 
Sherwin can find two honest men to keep him company for 
half an hour, and can summon up sufficient Courage, to meet 
the Editor, lie will undertake to prove to the satisfaction of all 
the parties, except Mr, Sherwin, that no letters addressed to 
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Editor will feel hunself reieased from the necessity 9! holdings 
any terms with Mr. Sherwin, out of the respect to the cause 
he seems to advocate, and will reply to his falsehood and abu: 
in another mode. 

T. J. Woouer 





TO NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE 





Gallia’s son I now address thee, 
And my benediction give ; 
May protecting heaven bless thee. 
May’st thou long, and happy live :— 
Thy valiant deeds | can admire, 
Though thou wer’t my country's foe, 
Still can praise that martial fire 
Which oft laid thy foeman low. 


May proteeting angels guard thee 
In the dreadful hour of need, 
May the heavenly judge reward thee, 
For thine every virtuous deed ; 
Tho’ calumny has dared to stain 
Thy name with villain, coward, slave, 
i the base perjur’d lie disdain, 
And thiuk thee noble, think thee brave 


When war’s dread alarms would rattic, 
Dealing death, disdaining fear, 
Foremost on the field of battle, 
Honor ever fonnd thee there: 
When Italia’s sons have seen thee 
Scatter death and spread dismay, 
Each thought immortal powers must sctcen theo 
From the perils of the day. 


Harmless pealed the shot around thee. 
Foemen charged, but charged in vain, 
And unhort thy warriors found thee 
Shielded by the prostrate slain ; 
Victory o’er thy standard hovered, 
Fame thy truumphs sounded far, 
Minerva, with her wgis covered 
Gallia’s pride, the son of war. 


Till on the plains of Waterloo, 

Europe had her force combined 
Gallia’s sons will ever rue 

The day, their laurels they resigned ; 
On the wide extended plain, 

Britons against Frenchmen pour‘d, 
Thousands fell who ne’er again 

Will for their country draw the sword 


Gallia weeps, with tears of blood, 
Where thy Eagle once was reared, 
Where thy much loved standard stood, 
Now for ever disappeared : 
Can thy sons forget thee—never, 
Loved and honor’d is thy name; 
Thy valiant deeds will live for ever, 
Gallia’s pride and Britain's shame, 
J.D. Newars 





Mr. Sherwin, or directed to be given to Mr. Sherwin, were 
ever trausmitted by Mr. William Clarke to Mr. Wooler:—that 
Mr. Sherwin never made any application to Mr. Wooler for any 
such parcel; aud that consequently no refusal to deliver it 
could have taken place. Should Mr. Sherwin declinethis, the 
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